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Dean Bea Banu Says Goodbye, But Not For Long 


by Kate Brown 

Although she is stepping down from her 
position as the Dean of Undergraduate 
Liberal Studies in the spring, Bea Banu 
will still be around campus after she takes 
her year-long sabbatical. "For at least three 
more years I am going to haunt the place. I 
can become a faculty member and criticize 
the administration; it's going to be such fun 
instead of the other way around! I'm look¬ 
ing forward to getting back in the class¬ 
room. I'll be teaching a range of philoso¬ 
phy classes, but again, I will teach the phi¬ 
losophy of art and aesthetics, basic intro¬ 
ductory philosophy classes, which is what I 
was teaching before," she says. 

She is excited to get back to teaching, but 
her year off will be very exciting as well. 
"During my year off I'll also be doing some 
traveling. I'll probably go to Europe in the 
fall; I've never been able to travel in the 
fall because I'm always here. And then I 
am currently taking a Chinese class here at 
the New School, because I'm hoping that in 
the spring of 2004 I'll go to China." 

Bea Banu has been at the New School for 
twenty-eight years, and began her career 
here by teaching a class called "The 
Philosophy of Art and Aesthetics" at 
Parsons. Since then, her credentials have 
included Head of Parsons Liberal Studies, 
Assistant Provost, Associate Provost, as 


well as her current job that she has held at 
the college since 1993. Of her duties as 
Dean, she says, "I pay attention to liberal 
arts offerings that are available to students 
here at the college but also through Jazz 
and Parsons and even the New School adult 
division." 

When Bea Banu took her current job, 
Lang was in trouble, and there was talk of 
actually closing the school for good. "The 
original mission of my job was to save the 
college or close it. Since this was my very 
first dean's job, I thought, 'There's no way 
in holy hell I am going to close this place!' 
So I just plowed in, not knowing half of 
what I needed to know to do this, and I just 
did it with the support of the administration 
behind me, because no one wanted to close 
the place." 

She has witnessed tremendous change 
first hand at Eugene Lang College since 
1993. "When I came in, I think we had a 
student population in the range of 200. But 
now we have a student population of BA 
students of about 650, and we also have 
another 70 [BAFA students from Jazz and 
Parsons]. In 1993, we had very few places 
for students to live on campus... A lot of 
people wanted a residential place. Now we 
share resources with other divisions... We 
had a much smaller selection of classes to 
choose from, because we had a small stu¬ 


dent body. We have a lot more relation¬ 
ships with other divisions, faculty coming 
here to teach and students going to these 
divisions to take classes, so we have...a lot 
more curricular options. We are working 
more closely with other divisions than we 
have in the past. This year we are hiring a 
lot more [faculty]." 

One of her favorite projects has been the 
creation of the Science, Technology, and 
Society concentration. "It's been one of my 
passions to develop a science program here 
at the college. This concentration is some¬ 
thing for students who are not interested 
with science as a major, but would rather 
approach it though a political and ethical 
mindset, which is so important. It is still 
pretty new and developing. You don't need 
to take all of those lab classes. The stu¬ 
dents will really feel confident that they 
can take charge of scientific information." 

Lang is constantly evolving for better or 
worse. Many of the Bea's improvement 
projects here have brought the college 
national attention that was almost unheard 
of just ten years ago. 

Thank you, Bea, for your years of serv¬ 
ice. You will be missed as a dean, but we 
will be looking forward to seeing you 
around in the coming years, i 




